
Mike Lee's musical career has taken 
him many places musically and around 
the world. From the mid to late 80's he 
resided in Brooklyn, New York where 
developed his musical concepts with 
many associates and mentors. This 
period of creative inspiration was high-
lighted by his lessons with Joe Lovano 
and his musical collaborations with his 
then roommate, Dave Douglas.  
 
Inspired by the wealth of information 
these associations gave him, he returned 
to Cleveland to assimilate this material. 
This was a productive time musically. 
Along with constant practicing this period 
was punctuated by gigs with Marcus 
Belgrave, Bobby Watson, Geri Allen, Joe 
Lovano, Rosemary Clooney, Marlon 
Jordan, Johnny Coles and touring as a 
member of the Woody Herman's 
Thundering Herd.  
 
In 1993 Lee resumed residency in New York City and flourished on the the jazz 
scene playing on numerous occasions with The Village Vanguard Orchestra 
(Formerly The Thad Jones/ Mel Lewis Orchestra) the Maria Schneider Orchestra 
(with whom he was featured in Maria's CNN profile) and the Bill Mobley Big Band 
with which he performed and recorded along side acclaimed pianists James 
Williams, Harold Mabern and Mulgrew Miller. He has appeared around town with 
small groups which include New York musicians such as guitarists John Hart and 
Ron Affif, bassist Ron McClure, and drummer Elliot Zigmund.  
 
Two of Mike's compositions were selected among the top five in the 1997 
Thelonious Monk Institute of Jazz and BMI International Jazz Composers 
Competition. He was a member of Joe Lovano's "Celebrating Sinatra" touring 
ensemble. His critically acclaimed CD, Above the Battleground, Consolidated 
Artists Productions (CAP), featuring Tim Hagans on trumpet, Tim Horner on 
drums, Matt Ray on piano and Ben Allison on bass was released in 1998. My 
Backyard (Omnitone) released in 2000. Both albums received very high praise 
from trade publications.  
 
Beginning in the late 90's, Mike became a very in demand Jazz Educator and 
guest soloist. He has toured the United States and Europe since then, performing 
with local rhythm sections and presenting clinics at over 100 universities and 
schools.  
 



The past few years have found Mike continuing his musical pursuits while raising 
a family and digging deep roots in the Northern New Jersey/New York jazz 
community. His musical associations have flourished while interacting with other 
jazz musicians residing in the area. Musical encounters with Bruce Williams, 
Cecil Brooks III, T.S. Monk, Billy Hart, Andy McKee, Geri Allen and Christian 
McBride have made this an exciting period in his musical development. 
 
Since the summer of 2009, the band "New Tricks" has become a focal point for 
Mike and Co-leader Ted Chubb. The group has had several tours in the Midwest 
and on the West Coast and is gaining areputation as a real "band." Their second 
recording "Alternate Side Parking" is due out early next year. Recent 
performances with Oscar Perez's "Nuevo Comienzo", Michele Rosewoman's 
"New Yor- Uba" and Eddie Allen's "Solongo" have widened Mike's musical 
perspective even further. 


